
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Cleveland City Dance 
 
  
Your Project Title: BalletReach 

Your Project Summary: BalletReach is a suite of ballet education, outreach programs, professional 

performances and concerts designed to instill a love of classical ballet in thousands of young people across 

Greater Cleveland. Special emphasis will be placed on providing opportunities to young people of color 

through a formal partnership with the Intergenerational School. Weekly ballet classes will be provided at 

the school along with extended opportunities for young people who show promise and intense interest. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I applaud CBC's and the Intergenerational School's initiative of "BalletReach" to bring access to 

classical ballet to the underserved youth of color in Cleveland. Exposure to the arts, especially at a young 

age, is vital and transformational! This is of great public benefit to the children of this community. However, 

I hope that CBC is going to then find a way to make space for these young people who are then going to 

be inspired to dance and will need a place to train that's affordable - hopefully with CBC. There seems to 

be a large organizational capacity for the work they want to do (ie. artistic direction, capable staff, trained 

company dancers, partnerships with inner city public schools, funding from Ohio Arts Council) and a true 

commitment to the community. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: The application meets the funding criteria. BalletReach is designed to provide access to dance 

education and public performances. The program is designed to expand access to CCD programming and 

move the company to more adequately reflect the city's diverse population. I would like know how many 

interested students who participate in Intergenerational School-based dance classes through this program 

would be offered scholarships for further CCD studies, what are the target participation and retention 

numbers CCD has in mind, and how the agency will collect public input from BalletReach participants. I 

would also like to know more about the specific BalletReach program budget, including staff fees. The 

application would benefit from providing more information on the Intergenerational School and/or a letter of 

support from the program. I wondered, too, about other steps CCD is contemplating in order to more broadly 

reflect their community. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application excellently demonstrates that the organization identified and understands a gap 

in the community and is making adjustments to address that need. Meaningful partnerships will be created 

with this project. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Fully understands the needs of the community. Has a well thought out plan for outreach and 

evaluation. Excellent communication plan and timeline. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 



Cleveland City Dance - Continued  

 

3 
 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This proposal was very well written. There was a clear connection between the program and 

program goals to the desired constituency. The organizational capacity and artistic quality came through in 

the care that was used to discuss not only the company's activities but also the rationale for who they wish 

to serve. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

